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"The Campaign for Dark Skies deserves wide support during this special year [2009, International 
Year of Astronomy]. But it's not just astronomers who want to experience a clear view of the stars, 
just as it's not just keen ornithologists who would feel deprived if song-birds disappeared from parks 
and gardens. It's indeed a deprivation if young people living in cities never see a dark starry sky - 
just as it is if they never see any natural countryside." 
 
Sir Martin Rees, Astronomer Royal, 
at the UK opening of the International Year of Astronomy 2009. 
 
The Campaign for Dark Skies (CFDS) petition is the culmination of a series of International Year of 
Astronomy events at the National Assembly for Wales. Members of the Cardiff Astronomical Society 
(CAS) & CFDS held events to raise awareness of astronomy throughout the year and, in July, held an 
event in the Senedd.  At that event Nick Ramsay AM agreed to host a seminar on light pollution at the 
Assembly. CAS and CFDS held that event in October and helped raise awareness of light pollution 
with AMs, Ministers and members of the voluntary sector from across Wales. 
 
The aim of the petition is to persuade the Welsh Assembly Government to tackle light pollution head 
on, by ensuring that only developments with properly designed lighting are given planning permission. 
Light pollution has been a growing problem since the 1950s and now less than 10% of the UK's 
population have an unspoilt view of the night sky as wasted light is blotting out all but the brightest 
stars in a smog of orange glow. Unfortunately, the once commonplace sight of the beautiful disk of our 
galaxy stretching overhead is denied to most people. There are children alive today who have never 
witnessed the magnificent sight of the Milky Way spread across the night sky and will never 
experience the sense of awe and wonder of the Universe. Thankfully, parts of Wales are free from the 
blight of wasted light, in fact the UK's centre for monitoring the potential threat to earth from asteroids 
has moved to Knighton1 as the skies over Cambridge became too light polluted. It is our aim that these 
dark skies in Wales will be protected and we hope to reverse the pollution over our cities.  
 
50 years ago Wales saw the creation of the UK's first Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty on the 
Gower Peninsula; the night sky is also an area of outstanding natural beauty and deserves the same 
protection. Wales has a chance to take the lead in tackling the problem of wasted light. We are not 
asking for everywhere to be plunged into darkness just for lighting to be shone where it is needed and 
wanted. Properly designed lighting delivers light where it is needed, not upwards into the night sky. 
This is also important from an energy saving standpoint. It is estimated that we waste around £120m 
per year on street lighting which light up the sky rather than the streets. In total we could be spending 
up to £1bn in the UK every year on wasted light. A single 100-watt bulb burning for all hours of the 
night for one year creates a quarter of a ton of carbon dioxide, with world governments trying to agree 
on how we can halt global warming can we really afford the half a million tonnes of CO2 it costs us to 
perpetuate the orange glow above the UK?  
 
The night sky is part of our environment and needs protecting, the Government must take action before 
its too late. We wouldn't stand by and let a 10 lane motorway be built across the Brecon Beacons, so 
why should we let the wonders of our universe be hidden by an horrendous orange smog?  
 
We need to ensure that future generations will be able to see and appreciate the night sky, to see light 
from stars that has travelled for billions of years and to share the same sense of awe & amazement that 
mankind has been experiencing since the dawn of time. 
 
Mark Major 
Regional Information Officer (Wales) 
Campaign for Dark Skies 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/mid/7193928.stm 
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As you can see, Wales has some of the darkest skies in the UK and some of the most 
light polluted. The National Assembly for Wales can, through planning guidance, halt 
the spread of light pollution thus protecting our night environment. Scotland has 
marketed their dark skies by applying for special Dark Sky2 status and as a result 
hopes to attract over a million visitors a year. 

                                                 
2 http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/2008/dec/23/astronomy-galloway-dark-sky-park 
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Our Ref/Ein Cyf:   ST/SJ 
Your Ref/Eich Cyf:  
Date/Dyddiad:    12 May 2010  
Please ask for/Gofynnwch am:  Steve Thomas  
Direct line/Llinell uniongyrchol: 029 2046 8610 
Email/Ebost:    steve.thomas@wlga.gov.uk 
 
 
 
Christine Chapman AM 
Chair 
Petitions Committee 
National Assembly for Wales 
Cardiff Bay 
CF99 1NA 
 
 
Dear Christine 
 
PETITION: P-03-260 Campaign for Dark Skies 
 
Thank you for your Petition dated 5th May 2010.  You have asked for 
our observation on the views on the Campaign for Dark Skies. The 
Campaign makes some fair points in terms of light pollution and in 
straightened financial times you can be assured that local authorities 
are looking to both cut down the cost of street lighting and more 
efficiently use new technologies.  
 
That said you will also aware of the huge controversy generated 
around Welsh local authorities from decisions to actually switch off 
street lights often on the basis of environmental criteria which we 
then find the public vehemently disagree with.  Can I quote recent 
examples in Powys, Blaenau Gwent and Ceredigion.  As such perhaps 
it is the role of the Petitions Committee to also seek their views in 
addition of the vociferous public campaigns to maintain current levels 
of street lighting across Wales. This is by no means as straightforward 
as your petition suggests and is a subject that is essentially 
contested. As such I hope these comments assist your deliberations. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Steve Thomas 
Chief Executive / Prif Weithredwr 

 

Steve Thomas 
Chief Executive 
Prif Weithredwr 
 
Welsh Local Government 
Association 
Local Government House 
Drake Walk 
CARDIFF CF10 4LG 
Tel: 029 2046 8600 
Fax: 029 2046 8601 
 
Cymdeithas Llywodraeth 
Leol Cymru 
Tŷ Llywodraeth Leol 
Rhodfa Drake 
CAERDYDD CF10 4LG 
Ffôn: 029 2046 8600 
Ffacs: 029 2046 8601 
 
www.wlga.gov.uk
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THE CARBON TRUST 

Albion House, Oxford Street, Nantgarw, Cardiff CF15 7TR 
T: +44 (0)1443 845944  F: +44 (0)1443 845940  contactwales@carbontrust.co.uk  www.carbontrust.co.uk 

The Carbon Trust is a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England and Wales Number 4190230.  
Registered at 6

th
 Floor, 5 New Street Square, London EC4A 3BF 
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Dear Christine 

 

Re: Petition: P-03-260 Campaign for Dark Skies 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment regarding this petition.  

 

The Carbon Trust has a worked in partnership with the public sector in Wales for the last 9-years 

both at individual organisation and LSB level.  As such many of these organisations have progressed 

through our Carbon Management Programme. This programme takes organisations through a 

process which includes measuring their Carbon Footprint, identifying carbon reduction opportunities 

and developing a strategy and implementation plan. 

 

A key element of the Welsh Assembly and Local Authority footprint is external lighting and 

streetlighting.  Built into carbon reduction plans are opportunities to optimise the utilisation of such 

lighting.   In the main the recommendations focus on the refurbishment of inefficient lighting by 

either, replacing the lamps with a more efficient equivalent, the replacement of complete lighting 

columns, and the installation of efficient lighting control systems. Our aim is to ensure that, where 

necessary, lighting is provided in the most effective and economic manner. 

 

With the new more efficient lighting systems light pollution is reduced through design. Many of the 

new lighting systems are designed to ‘punch’ the light downward and target the light where it is 

needed thus reducing the amount of diffused light which would have been wasted and create light 

pollution.  

 

Control systems enable smarter switching and in some cases the opportunity of dimming lights. The 

controls can offer a flexible regime for the overall lighting strategy and some organisations have 

trialled dimming lights, only utilising every other light during quieter periods or switching off lighting 

systems in the early hours of the morning in non-strategic areas.  

 

Throughout our work with the Local Authorities, Local Service Boards and the Welsh Assembly 

Government we actively encourage knowledge sharing by learning from the experience gained 

throughout Wales and the rest of the UK by highlighting the advantage of these new technologies 

and the benefits of this replicable programme. 

 

Carbon Trust response



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Once again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions or require any 

further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mike Batt 

Manager-Wales 

 



 

 

YMDDIRIEDOLAETH GARBON 

Ty Albion, Stryd Rhydychen, Nantgarw, Caerdydd CF15 7TR 
Ffôn: +44 (0)1443 845944  Ffacs: +44 (0)1443 845940  contactwales@carbontrust.co.uk  www.carbontrust.co.uk 

Cwmni cyfyngedig trwy warrant yw’y Ymddiriedolaeth Garbon. Cofrestwyd yng Nghymru a Lloegr rhif: 4190230.  
Cofrestwyd yn: 6

th
 Floor, 5 New Street Square, London EC4A 3BF 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Christine Chapman 

Cadeirydd, Pwyllgor Deisebau 
Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru 

Bae Caerdydd 
Caerdydd 

CF99 1NA 

 
23 Awst 2010 

 
Dear Christine 

 
Parthed: Deiseb: P-03-260 Ymgyrch dros Ffurfafen Dywyll 

 
Diolch am y cyfle i wneud sylwadau ar y ddeiseb hon. 

 
Mae’r Ymddiriedolaeth Garbon wedi bod yn gweithio mewn partneriaeth gyda’r 

sector gyhoeddus am y 9 blynedd diwethaf ar lefel sefydliadau unigol a Bwrdd 
Gwasanaeth Lleol. Fel y cyfryw mae nifer o’r sefydliadau hyn wedi symud yn eu 

blaenau drwy’r Rhaglen Rheoli Carbon. Mae’r rhaglen hwn yn tywys sefydliadau 
drwy broses sy’n cynnwys mesur eu Hôl Troed Carbon, nodi cyfleoedd i ostwng 

carbon a datblygu strategaeth a chynllun gweithredu. 

 
Elfen allweddol o ôl troed Llywodraeth y Cynulliad ac Awdurdodau Lleol yw 

goleuadau y tu allan a goleuadau stryd. Mae cyfleoedd wedi’u clustnodi mewn 
cynlluniau gostwng carbon i wneud y gorau o ddefnydd y fath olau. Yn bennaf, 

mae’r argymhellion yn canolbwyntio ar ailwampio goleuadau aneffeithlon drwy un 
ai, gyfnewid y lampau gyda rhai mwy effeithlon, newid y colofnau goleuadau’n 

gyfan gwbl, a gosod systemau rheoli goleuadau effeithlon. Ein nod yw sicrhau caiff 
golau ei ddarparu ble mae ei angen yn y dull mwyaf effeithlon ac economaidd. 

 
O ganlyniad i’r systemau goleuo newydd sy’n fwy effeithlon, ceir gostyngiad mewn 

llygredd golau. Mae nifer o’r systemau goleuo newydd hyn wedi’u dylunio i ‘fwrw’r’ 
golau ar i lawr a thargedu’r golau ble mae ei angen, gan ostwng y golau tryledol 

fyddai’n cael ei wastraffu a chreu llygredd golau. 
 

Mae systemau rheoli’n caniatáu switsio clyfar ac mewn rhai achosion, cyfle i bylu 

golau. Gall y rheolyddion gynnig system hyblyg ar gyfer y strategaeth golau’n 
gyffredinol ac mae rhai sefydliadau wedi treialu pylu goleuadau, gan ddefnyddio 

bob yn ail olau’n unig yn ystod cyfnodau tawel, neu droi systemau golau i ffwrdd yn 
oriau man y bore ac mewn ardaloedd an-strategol. 

Carbon Trust response (WELSH)



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Drwy ein gwaith gyda’r Awdurdodau Lleol, Byrddau Gwasanaeth Lleol a Llywodraeth 
Cynulliad Cymru rydym wrthi’n weithredol yn annog cyfnewid gwybodaeth am y 

profiadau a enillwyd ledled Cymru a gweddill y DU drwy dynnu sylw at fanteision y 
technolegau newydd hyn a buddion y rhaglen dyblygiedig yma. 

 

Unwaith eto, diolch am y cyfle i gael gwneud sylwadau. Os oes gennych gwestiynau 
neu os ydych angen unrhyw wybodaeth bellach, mae croeso i chi gysylltu â mi. 

 
Yr eiddoch yn gywir 

 
 

 
 

Mike Batt 
Rheolwr-Cymru 



Response from Powys council



Further response from Powys CC



Response from Ceredigion CC
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Response from Blaenau Gwent CC
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Our Ref/Ein Cyf:   ST/SJ 
Your Ref/Eich Cyf:  
Date/Dyddiad:    10 March 2011  
Please ask for/Gofynnwch am:  Steve Thomas  
Direct line/Llinell uniongyrchol:  029 2046 8610 
Email/Ebost:    steve.thomas@wlga.gov.uk 
 
 
Christine Chapman AM 
Chair 

National Assembly for Wales 
Cardiff Bay 
CF99 1NA 
 
 
Dear Christine 
 
P-03-260 Campaign for Dark Skies 
 
Thank you for your letter received on 7th March with reference to the 
Campaign for Dark Skies.  You refer to my previous letter dated 12th 
May 2010 and I am delighted to see that you had a full response 
from the three councils we highlighted. 
 
You will note from all the responses that councils are looking to 
introduce new technologies into this arena not least of all the use of 
LED lanterns and dimming technology.  It is noteworthy that in the 
Powys response there is some concern that such an approach has not 
been taken by the Welsh Assembly Government in terms of the trunk 
road network.   
 
You ask us to examine whether the experiences of the three councils 
contacted are reflected nationally and whether we could respond by 
the 16th March following an examination of their development plans.  
I apologise but this is not logistically possible in the time available 
although I am sure that in these straightened times councils will be 
doing everything within their power to utilise new technologies to 
save costs.  Reducing energy consumption is at the heart of all 
authorities’ sustainable development policies at the current time but 
the speed in which these improvements can be made are limited as 
always by the availability of funding. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Steve Thomas CBE 
Chief Executive / Prif Weithredwr 

Response from WLGA



Response from the Minister for ESH





Response from the DFM




